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The Bialowieza wilderness is the last complex of primeval low-lying forests in Europe that remains today. Due to its unique and priceless character it is known in many European countries. The here presented guidebook was published in English by the Dutch organisation the Crossbill Guides Foundation, just like the Guide to the Biebrza Marshes described alongside.  

  
It is enough to read the first few sentences to feel the great passion, delight and enthusiasm of the authors of this book. Simultaneously it is professional, interesting and detailed – this is for sure something more than just a normal guide. The general part describes the geography and nature; it has the interesting approach of explaining the facts and phenomenons, instead of a mere description we normally see dominating in this kind of publications (what makes them quite boring). Here, the authors explain the functioning of the scenery; they show in details all types of ecosystems including the soil, the plants and animals in mutual relations. Pictures and plans help in understanding of these issues – in short, this guide carries a great deal of ecological and geological knowledge.          


In a separate chapter the flora was described (also using an interesting approach – in rhythm of the four seasons) including one whole subchapter dedicated to orchids. When describing the fauna, the guide focuses on the separate groups of animals. The authors try to explain what the animal’s place in the ecosystem is.  A lot of text was dedicated even to invertebrates. In addition to solid descriptions of Bialowieska’s nature, there are also short stories more or less connected to this region, such as: the scientific quarrel on the primeval vegetation in Europe, the role of “dead” wood, the forest in the human psyche and forest in culture and literature. The authors haven’t forgotten also about Belarusian part of the Bialowieza wilderness, which environment, a little different than ours, was also shortly described. 


The history of the primeval forest complex on the Polish-Belarusian border that has led to its current status of wilderness reserve, is also described in the guidebook. Furthermore, the current state of protection and the conflicts and chances for the Bialowieza closes the general part of the book.  


The practical part is definitely shorter. It is largely taken up by descriptions of nature trips (eight), which are preceded by practical general information and advices about accommodation, public transport, orientation in field, possible dangers, as well as necessary preparations for expeditions to be successful. Suggested itineraries lead the visitor through the Bialowieza wilderness and its surroundings. Route descriptions focus mainly on natural values, pointing out their diversity and uniqueness. However, the cultural values, which are an inseparable element of the Bialowieza landscape, were not omitted.    


The beauty and natural values of Bialowieza are unique, but to fully notice and appreciate this, one needs to have some knowledge about it. This guide generously supplies this knowledge. It links issues from different disciplines, thus creating an understanding and recognition of the secrets of this region, making a trip to Bialowieza an excellent adventure. It is only a pity that in Poland we haven’t published that kind of guide about our Bialowieza wilderness. There seem to be so few good guides for eco-tourists. And we know perfectly well (especially the reader of National Parks Magazine) that there would be enough regions in our country on which there should be such kind of guide.

